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Translation
Van Kerckhove: | have been in China for 40 years!

(Google translation, edited and corrected)
2020-12-11 15:27:00 Source: China Today Author: Hu Yue

VIDEO (Video provided by UWEE)
http://mp42.china.com.cn/video_tide/video/2020/12/11/202012111607668477588_473.mp4

"Everyone says that | am a Chinese expert, but | have never thought so myself. In fact, the
longer you stay in this country, the more you feel that there is still a lot to learn." December 9,
Belgian Gilbert Van Kerckhove organized a small dinner at the Morel's Restaurant in Beijing.
The "Old China Hands" club he founded has a lunch together once a month, but this day's
dinner has a deeper meaning.

Lao Fan's hometown is in the Flemish region of Belgium. He came to China for the first time in
1980 and gradually developed his own business as a foreign business consultant who helped
China introduce the first foreign government soft loan. At the time, he did not expect to settle
down in China. December 9, 2020 is the 40th anniversary of Lao Fan's visit to China. He said:
"The living conditions in China in the 1980s were not good, but for me, China still has a lot of
things that attract me. Just like this, one year has passed and another year has passed. | have

gradually become a "China Expert". My friends had marked me as "Mr. China".

PIC
EU Ambassador to China Nicolas Chapuis (1st from left) attends the 40th anniversary gathering
of Van Kerckhove (2nd from left) in China.

Another important reason for Lao Fan's indissoluble bond with China is his wife Sun Bin. "l am
very grateful to my wife, she is a very important promoter of my career." Lao Fan said with a
smile, he and his wife were married for a period of time before discovering his wife's prominent
family background. Sun Bin's grandfather, Sun Bingwen, was a predecessor who participated in
the revolution with Zhou Enlai and Zhu De. Aunt Sun Weishi was Zhou Enlai's adopted
daughter, and his father Sun Yang was a senior leader. But this lady has no pretensions at all.
In their 30-year marriage, Lao Fan and Sun Bin perfectly interpret the family atmosphere of
Chinese and Western integration and mutual tolerance. Their daughter has also become an
outstanding international talent under the cultivation of their parents.
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Van Kerckhove and his wife Sun Bin



In 2008, Lao Fan made an outstanding contribution to the preparation of the Beijing Olympics. A
few years later, he received a Chinese green card. With the growing circle of friends, Lao Fan
established a "Chinese Veteran" club in Beijing. He hopes that through this club, foreign friends
who have been working and living in China for a long time will have the opportunity to exchange
feelings, share life experiences, and gain friendship and connections in a circle.

The celebration dinner on December 9th was attended by Nicolas Chapuis, Ambassador of the
European Commission to China, Jan Hoogmartens, Ambassador of Belgium to China, and
more than 30 foreign friends with more than ten years of working and living experience in

China. , They expressed their gratitude to Lao Fan for his contributions to the "Veteran Chinese"
club over the years, and at the same time sent blessings to Lao Fan as an old friend.

PIC
Van Kerckhove's 40th Anniversary of Friends’ Signature Card in China

As a foreigner in China for 40 years, Lao Fan has witnessed the whole process of China's
reform and opening up. He said: "The extraordinary changes that China has undergone in the
past 40 years are unique in the world. No country has been able to undergo such dramatic
changes in such a short period of time."

"Especially infrastructure construction. The roads, high-speed rails, and other infrastructures
built by China are impressive. China is no longer a manufacturing country that produces 'T-
shirts', but a '5G' and 'electric vehicles'. Innovative country." Lao Fan believes that China's
changes are not only happening in big cities such as Beijing and Shanghai. He is happy to go to
some small places and see the side that many foreigners can't reach. He said: "l thought Gansu,
Sichuan, and Chongqing should be very poor, but in fact it is not what | imagined. These places
are very modern."

Lao Fan said: “Life has peaks and troughs. Now we are in a trough. Under the epidemic, the
global economy has been hit, and there are many voices of doubts about China from the
outside world. But | think as long as we persist in opening the economy to the outside world, we
will slowly Will go to the peak."



