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DKommentare

On 26 August 2023, the German newspaper Siiddeutsche Zeitung published an interview with
David Feng about the railways of China. The interview was conducted in English and
German, but was published in German, and is titled (translated into English): “Heading
into the future at 350 km/h” (Mit 350 Stundenkilometer in die Zukunft).
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Here are some excerpts from the article, loosely translated into English. (Images below are
supplied with this WeChat public account article only.)

David Feng boards the train to Tianjin. It’s the first High Speed line in China, doing 120
kilometres in 30 minutes. Without waiting for assistance from the train manager, Feng sits in
Seat 1A. The 41-year-old knows his way around as trains are his profession: amongst others, he
independently advises the Chinese railways.
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“We’ll also have [Business Class] Suites,” Feng says. Nobody must fly in China, because, of
course, it almost goes without mentioning that High Speed trains are ontime. To the minute.

In such cases [involving Chinglish signage], Feng reaches out to the local authorities,
suggesting [better translations]. Often, the [rail] authorities will also ask in when in doubt. Or,
as in [recent] weeks, the authorities will invite him to help with [Rail] English, in Hangzhou, just
ahead of the Asian Games.
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The article, available to subscribers (also with a trial subscription), also mentioned both David
and the paper’s views as well as facts and statistics about the Chinese railway network, including
its development, and future planning. The article mentioned David’s staggering 530’000+ km of
global rail mileage, as well as his commitment to the Chinese railways, and his neutral, objective
Swiss views on the network.
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