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A large number of Chinese people got to know Father Ferdinand Verbiest (Nan Huairen/Fd £1~)
because of his connection with Emperor Kangxi. Today let's talk about this important Belgian
figure who helped the spread of Western scientific knowledge in China during the Qing Dynasty.

In 1659, Belgian Jesuit missionary Father Ferdinand Verbiest departed to China, initially to
increase the pool of Chinese Christians. He however ended up taking a public test ordered by
Emperor Kangxi to compare the merits of European and Chinese astronomy. Unlike his
Chinese adversary, Father Verbiest succeeded in all the related tests, and was immediately
installed as Director of the Beijing Observatory.

In this function, he corrected the Chinese calendar and undertook many projects, including the
creation of star charts for the Kangxi emperor to tell the time at night. The 4thQing emperor
formed a special friendship with Father Verbiest and took him on expeditions throughout the
empire while the Jesuit taught him geometry, philosophy and music.

After having fallen off his horse and passing away due to the sustained wounds, Ferdinand
Verbiest received the honour of a posthumous name by Emperor Kangxi of Qin Min (## ;
industrious and smart).
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