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Ambassador Visits Ancient Observatory

Original FCAI BEHERAL TR LU TR RAETE 2023-09-21
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/TITUne7zeluZ1Qurn4cB1A

PRAE R PR A2 BRI A ?

Ferdinand Verbiest S. J.
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From our history books, we are familiar with several names of foreign missionaries who came to
China during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, such as Matteo Ricci, Johann Adam Schall von
Bell, and Ferdinand Verbiest. They were respected and remembered by Chinese people
because of their achievements. But do you know Ferdinand Verbiest (in Chinese: Nan HuaiRen)
is Belgian? He was not mentioned among the famous Belgian nominees (see yesterday's post).
Let's get to know this Flemish Jesuit missionary better, who came to China in mid 17th
century and was buried in Beijing.

By Unknown author - https://www.amdgchinese.org/2015/07/20/ferdinand-verbiest2/, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=60400002
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An engraving from a French book about the Chinese empire, published in 1736. Represented from left to right: Top: Matteo
Ricci, Johann Adam Schall von Bell, Ferdinand Verbiest; By Jean-Baptiste Du Halde; Origine web :
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/archives/dossiers/shanghai/prol), Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=798177
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An Outstanding Missionary
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Verbiest is a remarkable mathematician and astronomer, who left an indelible mark on Chinese
history during the reign of the Kangxi Emperor (Qing Dynasty). His expertise revolutionized
astronomy and earned him a prominent role in the court and the respect of the emperor himself.
He was appointed the head of the Mathematical Board and Director of the Beijing Ancient
Observatory. He was furthermore entrusted with correcting the Chinese calendar.

Verbiest developed a close friendship with the Kangxi Emperor. The emperor frequently sought
Verbiest's guidance in geometry, philosophy, and music. He served as a diplomat, cartographer,
and translator (he spoke Latin, German, Dutch, Spanish, Hebrew, Italian, and Manchu).
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By Childe, Thomas - ImageZeno.org, ID number 20001859366, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64892978

Having resolved the issues surrounding the calendar and composed a table of all solar and lunar
eclipses for the next 2000 years, the emperor awarded him complete charge of the imperial
astronomy observatory, which he rebuilt in 1673. The existing equipment was obsolete, so
Verbiest consigned it to a museum and designed six new instruments: Altazimuth, Celestial
globe, Ecliptic armilla, Equatorial armilla, Sextant, Quadrant Altazimuth.
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Ambassador Bruno Angelet recently made his first visit to the Beijing Ancient Observatory.
The Director of the Observatory, Mr. Qi Rui, gave the ambassador a tour of the premises and
recounted the observatory's history and the development of Chinese astrology. He also showed
the ambassador the original instruments made by Verbiest. To prepare for his visit, the
ambassador even read Verbiest's original work, Astronomia Europea! (Published in 1687, it
explained how European astronomy, namely the European way to calculate the Chinese calendar
and to predict lunar and solar eclipses, succeeded in resuming its former position after the
persecution under the Oboi regency (1661-1669).

The ambassador and director, Qi Rui, also discussed the celebrations planned for the 400th
anniversary of Verbiest in Beijing. This 9th of October marks the 4. Centenary of the birth of
Ferdinand Verbiest S. J., and events are coming up to honour our remarkable Belgian Father.




