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October 9 marked the 400th of Ferdinand Verbiest's birth. On this significant day, an
international symposium took place in Beijing, where the Belgian Ambassador to China,
H.E. Bruno Angelet, esteemed sinology experts and scholars from various fields came
together to honour the extraordinary legacy of Verbiest.




In his address, Ambassador Bruno Angelet eloquently shared Verbiest's profound
academic contributions and his deep connection with China. It was in the mid-17th
century that Verbiest first set foot on Chinese soil, eventually finding his eternal resting
place in the capital. Verbiest's brilliance extended beyond his missionary endeavours. He
was a luminary in the fields of mathematics and astronomy, imparting his knowledge to
Emperor Kangxi himself. His teachings in geometry and astronomy played a pivotal role
in propelling Chinese science towards modernization and progress.
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To this day, the Beijing Ancient Observatory stands as a testament to Verbiest's
ingenuity. The astronomical instruments he designed and supervised continue to bear
witness to the scientific exchange between China and the West. Verbiest's legacy serves
as a bridge of friendship between Europe and China, inspiring generations to foster
cross-cultural understanding.

This event was made possible through the collaborative efforts of the Embassy of
Belgium in China, Macau Ricci Institute, Yale Center Beijing, and Beijing Center for
Chinese Studies. We thank all the organizers, speakers, attendees, as well as friends who
joined on Zoom! Here is a video highlighting the memorable moments of last Monday!
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